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A Study on the Historical Significance of the Erasure of the Japanese
National Flag
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Abstract

This study investigated the historical significance of the Erasure of the Japanese National Flag. The erasure of the national flag
of Japan caused by Choseonjoongangilbo was occurred by Hae Bung Yu, who had been encouraged by Yu, who had been
encouraged by Wun-Hyung Yeo, for the purpose of arousing a sense of national identity for Korean people through the
national victory of Kee-Chung Son. That incident by the Dong-A Daily News, however, is believed to have been caused by
reporters and editors, despite the assertion that it was derived from tradition and policy of the company, in that Sung-Su Kim
and Jin-Wu Song were offended by the incident. However, Sung-Su Kim demonstrated that the incident was a sort of warning
message to enlighten the national consciousness at that time when Nationalist leaders and prominent figures had become
pro-Japanese by Japanese forcing their culture on Koreans. In addition, he insisted that Dong-A Ilbo should move forward as
the national newspaper. To conclude, the incident of the erasure of the Japanese national flag has great historical significance.
That is, it eventually offered an opportunity to instill encouragement, hope and confidence into Koreans who had been in
despair under the Japanese colonial rule as vicarious satisfaction through the victory of Kee-Chung Son. Besides, the incident
had served as a warning to the leaders at that time.
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